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EDITORIAL 
 
It is 1st February as I begin to prepare the March edition of the Newsletter.  Last night at 
midnight, Western European time – 11pm in Britain, the United Kingdom was taken out of 
the European Union – with complaints from the Scottish and Welsh Parliaments that they 
were not properly consulted on the matter.  Earlier, then MEP Nigel Farage (now former 
MEP) had disgraced himself and embarrassed many of his fellow countrymen with his 
parting tirade against an institution that had enabled peace among European nations for 
more than 60 years.  I feel very depressed by what has happened to our nation but was 
heartened to receive the following message* sent the previous evening from Wolfgang Roth, 
a member of the German section, who has been keeping almost a vigil by watching on TV 
the events leading up to last night’s betrayal of our country, its workers and possibly young 
lone refugee children who wish to join relatives already settled here. 
 

‘Dear Jenny and Philip, 
…You will always be welcome… 
In one sense it’s goodbye, but it’s always Hello. 
We are just watching on arte-TV (French/German TV) some different views from continental 
people and a lot of British opinions in the background – a sort of review.  
We hope, you'll have the opportunity to see us again at an AEC-European Days and 
welcome each other. The future will show us if Brexit was a good deal.  
Stay healthy and don’t worry about "leave"; the Remainers will have their chance again, one 
day.  
So we say good evening / good night; or maybe ‘good morning’...  but not goodbye. 
Uschi und Wolfgang aus Wiesbaden  
 

(*slightly edited to put right some typographical errors) 
 
For me this is a dark time.  Last night I went to bed early to try to forget this nightmare.  But 
many people think it is a good thing.  Our Government talks of the beginning of a healing 
process, but if it ever happens it will take a long, long time and certainly beyond my allotted 
time on earth.  What the Government has done so far has done more to split the nation 
further than to heal divisions.  Issuing a special commemorative coin with a 'peace to all 
nations' message sounds hollow (and it contains an error of grammar!) and asking us to 
'celebrate' Brexit was hardly diplomatic.  I do not think the government appreciates the depth 
of feeling and desperation among people here who want to be true Europeans.  Post Brexit 
polls have highlighted just how far apart are the views of those who see Brexit as a good 
thing and those who wanted to remain within the European Community.  For the sake of our 
nation, I dearly hope that things will not get too bad, but we must also see the rest of Europe 
prosper beyond our wildest dreams, to show what fools we have been.  It is worth 
remembering that Brexit has already cost the nation almost as much as we have paid to the 
European Community in all the 46 years we have been members of the Union. 
But I fear the worst, with economic decline and more unemployment; and that could lead a 
triumphalist and egocentric Prime Minister down an ever more right-wing nationalistic road.  
The similarities of what is happening here now are chillingly reminiscent of what happened in 
Germany in the 1930's 

A lot of the pro Brexit celebration has been coarse - Nigel Farage's closing speech in the 
European Parliament being an example not to follow.  It served him right that his microphone 
was cut off.  It was touching, however, that the MEP’s of the other member states joined 
hands to sing ‘Auld Lang Syne’.  Some of the 'Remain' events have been clever - like the 
small low key march from Downing Street to the offices in London of the European 
Commission; the projecting of the European flag onto the face of Big Ben and also an image 
of one yellow star on a blue background on the White Cliffs of Dover, with the message 
'please look after it for us'. 
4. 



Today, the British newspaper ‘The Guardian’ has publishes a supplement in which is printed 
a letter from a cultural figure in each of the remaining 27 countries in the European Union.  
They appear to be in random order, and of course there is one from each of the other 
member countries of AEC.  The first of these, and second in the list, happens to be from 
Romania; and since our AEC President is also from Romania – and the letter is quite short – 

I make no apology in passing Andrei Pleşu’s message on to you.  He is a philosopher and 

former Romanian foreign minister. 
 

“‘I have admired Britain ever since I was very young for, among other things, having just the 
right dose of conservatism and humour.  But lately, some UK politicians have been exploring 
a ‘revolutionary’ style that has led to a sad loss of humour. 
“It is hard to understand how out of all the many imperfections in today’s world, one could 
choose the fragile European Union as the adversary?  How can isolation be a political ideal?  
I can only wish Mr Johnson (and Britain) a well-deserved lack of success.  From the 
perspective of my old admiration, the rhetoric of break-up and vociferation do not suit the 
traditional image of British ‘civilisation’.  The countries of Central and Eastern Europe that 
fought for many years to integrate into the EU find it hard to understand how a country of 
Britain’s importance can waste so much effort separating from a community to which it 
belongs by tradition.  The only consolation is that we’ll always have Shakespeare.* 
 
I carried on reading the remaining 25 letters and by the end I was in tears 
I am not alone in my depression.  I guess that we British Europeans all are.  All we have left 
to offer is our love, and the hope for better times ahead when Britain rejoins the European 
Union - and in doing so have to accept the Euro in place of the Pound!!. 
 

Meanwhile we have just renewed our European Health cards – here is a REMINDER THAT 
MOST OF THEM EXPIRE AT THE BEGINNING OF MARCH.  New ones will be valid at 
least until the end of the year, because it will not be until then, at the earliest, when the 
transition period comes to an end, that changes will be implemented. 
Along with five other members of the British section we have booked to go to Sofia for 
European Days, although I fear it may well be the last one for me as walking becomes more 
difficult. 

01.02.2020 
Since I wrote the above, we hear about draconian changes to prevent low skill and seasonal 
workers from Eastern Europe from entering Britain – the likely effect could be the collapse of 
our National Health Service and the food supply chain- views declared racist by an 
independent commission.  And advisers to the Prime Minister are on record as promoting 
‘selection’ of human embryos.so that parents can have the most intelligent children…. And 
create the master race??? 

22.0202020 
Philip Worsfold  

 (The views expressed are personal and do not necessarily reflect the views of the Association.) 

 
Reminders. 
Again a reminder that the British section website is now up and running at www.aec-
europe.co.uk   It will be a source of up to date information, so please use it regularly.  
Jenny Worsfold is the webmaster and material for insertion should be sent to her as e-mail 
attachment. 
Recruitment 
Nigel Hyde has been elected as Treasurer and membership Secretary as well as 
Recruitment Officer.  Any ideas you have should be channelled through him.  All enquiries 
about membership should be addressed to Nigel Hyde.  Please note telephone number 
and e-mail addresses on page 2. 
 

5 

http://www.aec-europe.co.uk/
http://www.aec-europe.co.uk/


PEOPLE 
John Hayward 
John has had a number of health problems recently, which have involved trips to hospital, in 
turn limiting his involvement in AEC activities.  It was a pleasure for the rest of us that he 
was able to make it to January’s film show. 
 

Train crash in Italy 
We offer our condolences to railway friends in Italy following the fatal derailment of an Italian 
Feccia-Rossa High speed train near Lodi, between Milan and Bologna on 6th February. 
 

 

32nd ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING  IN BOURNEMOUTH 24th APRIL 2020 
 

Formal notice is given that the 32nd Annual General Meeting of the British section of 
AEC will take place at the Elstead Hotel, 12-14 Knyveton Road, Bournemouth, BH1 

3GP, commencing at 15h00. 
It will precede the International Gathering weekend. 

Please send items for the agenda, including those for “Any Other Business”, in 
writing, or by e-mail to the Secretary, Jenny Worsfold, to reach her not later than 

Saturday 11th April 2020. 
 

32nd ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING, 2020: DRAFT AGENDA  

(Any further amendments will be announced at the meeting) 
 

1. Opening remarks and Apologies for absence. 

2. Minutes of the 31st Annual General meeting of 16th April 2019. 

 (The draft minutes of the 2019 AGM, were printed in the newsletter for June 
2019 – Vol. 23, No4 

 3. Matters Arising. 
 4. Correspondence. 

5. President’s Report – Bob Clarke. 

6. Reports from Officers. 

  Secretary – Jenny Worsfold 

  Recruitment Secretary – Nigel Hyde 

 7. Treasurer’s Report and Accounts and 

 membership at 31st March 2020 – Nigel Hyde 

8. Election of Officers for a period of one year, from 15th May 2020. 

 (The President was elected in 2018 to serve until 2022) 

  Vice President 

  Secretary 

  Asst Secretary 

   Treasurer, Membership Secretary & Recruitment officer 

  9. Appointment of Checker of Accounts  

10. Nomination of delegates for the European Administrative Council. (Meetings in 

Sofia, Bulgaria, on 25th May and one other to be arranged) and for the General 

Assembly in Sofia on 25th May.) 

11. Visits programme 

12. Dates and Venues for forthcoming European Days. 

13. Proposed date and venue for 2021 Annual General Meeting 

14. Reunions & Events Programme. 

15. Any Other Business (see note above) 
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Even if you have not booked for the whole weekend, please try to come along for the 
meeting.  And whether or not you are able to attend, please let us know your views – 
in particular where we meet and what you expect from AEC.  If you would like an item 
on the agenda, please let us have it, together with your point of view.  It can still be 
discussed. 
 
 
TRANSPORT AND TRAVEL NEWS 
 

NEWS IN BRITAIN 
Passports 
It appears that after 31st December 2020, passports valid for more than 10 years will not be 
accepted for entry into EU countries.  It is not clear whether this applies just to 20 year 
passports or all passports valid for more than 10 years – like mine which is valid for 10 years 
and 4 months.  So be aware! 
 
Cal-Mac Ferries 
From Douglas Fraser Business and economy editor, BBC Scotland 
20th December 2019 
(https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-scotland-business-50861412) 
The ship design uses a novel hybrid power system, using marine diesel for getting in and out 
of ports, and liquefied natural gas while at sea. The need for new safety certificates also 
caused delays. 
Mr McColl challenged the Scottish government's plan to continue building the two ships, 
after months of neglect. One has been moored at the quayside and the other sits on the 
slipway at the Port Glasgow yard.  That would effectively write off more than £80m already 
spent on them, while more than £45m in loans from the Scottish government have been 
written off.  The businessman said some materials could be used in new hulls, but that it 
would be better value for taxpayer money to start building again, to a simpler design. He 
suggested three smaller ferries could be built for the same original £97m budget. 
The report published last December was strongly critical of the management of Ferguson 
Marine while Mr McColl was chairman, saying it lacked project and financial controls.  
Internal controls were reported as poor or non-existent.  It said that there had been a "major 
departure from the specification" and as a result of defects, most of the pipe work would 
have to be removed from the engine rooms. 
The attack on Mr McColl's competence is despite his success in running engineering 
companies around the world.  He gets closely involved in management and is reckoned to 
be a billionaire.  His advice was sought by the Scottish government as a member of its 
Council of Economic Advisers. 
The report went on to estimate a £13m bill for remedial work on the hulls taking seven 
months, including removal of rust and a dry dock inspection of the first ferry's hull.  There 
would then be a £95m bill to complete the vessels. 
Whereas the ships were due to be delivered in summer 2018, the first one, the Glen Sannox, 
is now scheduled for delivery by December 2021 and the second, known as Vessel 802, by 
October 2022.  But that is with only an 80% probability.  There is, in addition, a warning of 
"significant challenges" to get the yard working effectively, to improve productivity, recruiting 
the right people and it flags up a problem in "controlling and managing" the sub-contracted 
design firm. 
Mr McColl, who accurately predicted the doubling in cost, said: "It'll become more than that 
and the vessels will take longer than they're saying. 
"You'd be better building from scratch and to a design that's more suited to what's needed.  
They could probably build three smaller vessels for less than £100m and it would give them 
more flexibility." 
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Facing criticisms for his own management, Mr McColl drew attention to the reports 
commissioned by Scottish ministers from an expert adviser over the past two years, which 
he says were "damning" of the role of the government-owned procuring company, CMAL. 
Luke van Beek was appointed by economy secretary Derek Mackay to report back on the 
state of the project, with advice on whether government loans should be released.  In a 
private report to ministers released under Freedom of Information law in October, Mr van 
Beek said that the breakdown of relations between the client and the shipbuilder should be 
addressed through mediation, and he advised against nationalisation of the yard. 
Mr McColl said the minister was "trying to put people off the scent". Criticism of his 
management team was "outrageous and unacceptable - the team selected were some of the 
best in the UK, and head and shoulders above those in there now. I've asked if we can sue 
them for defamation of character". 
He added: "There needs to be an inquiry. The way they've handled this is incompetent". 
The Holyrood committee for the rural economy and connectivity is to carry out its own inquiry 
into ferry procurement, looking into the contract that has gone so badly wrong and at the 
implications for future ferry services.  The committee convener, Conservative MSP Edward 
Mountain, said the aim would be to avoid mistakes being made with future orders. 
He said: "These developments clearly have important implications, not only for the 
completion of the two vessels but also for future plans for the replacement and refurbishment 
of vessels to meet the ongoing needs of the Clyde and Hebrides ferries network more 
generally.  The committee wants to find out not only what has gone wrong and how things 
will be put right but how these problems can be avoided in the future.  We need to make 
sure that the relevant lessons from this saga are learned for the procurement and 
construction of new ferries in future." 
A Scottish government spokesman said: "Our efforts saved Ferguson Marine from closure, 
saving over 300 jobs, ensured that the two vessels under construction will be completed, 
and secured a future for the yard.  Scottish ministers are committed to transparency on 
these issues. We have kept parliament informed of progress and have proactively published 
information on our website.  We welcome the opportunity to respond to any additional 
inquiries that the committee might wish to raise." 
 
Alstom nears £5bn deal to buy Bombardier’s train division 
Robert Lea. Industrial Editor.  .    The Times.  17th February 2020 
A multibillion dollar deal that would create a train-manufacturing, maintenance and signalling 
giant in the UK has edged closer with reports that Alstom of France is close to acquiring 
Bombardier Transportation of Canada. 
The takeover would mean that Britain’s largest and oldest train manufacturing facility, the 
historic Litchurch Lane works in Derby, which has been in production since the dawn of the 
railway age, would fall into the hands of the French. 
A merger of the British interests of Alstom and Bombardier could also complicate the bidding 
to build 54 high-speed trains at a cost of £2.75 billion for the HS2 rail link from London to 
Birmingham and beyond. 
Alstom, which makes trains for the TGV high speed rail network in France as well as the 
original fast trains for Eurostar between London and Paris, unveiled its design for HS2 trains 
last year. Alstom is also the company behind the Pendolino tilting trains on the west coast 
main line. 
Bombardier, meanwhile, had announced that it is teaming up with Hitachi of Japan and 
submitted a rival design for the HS2 trains based on the Frecciarossa high-speed trains that 
operate in Italy. Hitachi built the Shinkansen bullet trains in Japan. 
A merger of Alstom and Bombardier would create a global powerhouse in the rail business, 
with about $15 billion (£11.5bn) of annual revenues and employing more than 70,000 
workers, although clearly there would be scope for restructuring. In Britain, such a deal, 
which could be worth $7 billion, would bring together 6,000 workers. 
The plan comes against a troubled backdrop for both companies. Alstom’s first choice for a 
train-making merger was with its great German rival Siemens in a bid to stave off 
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competition from the increasing encroachment of CRRC of China. That transaction was, 
however, blocked by the European Commission on competition grounds. 
Bombardier is having to do a deal because of the debts racked up by its sister aerospace 
company, which has had to hive off its much-praised C Series 130 seat  
airliner to Airbus because it cannot afford its commercial development. The European airline 
manufacturer renamed it the A220.  Bombardier Transportation’s Derby plant is thriving and 
accounts for 2,000 of the business’s 4,000 UK employees. It has been building trains for the 
much-delayed Crossrail line in London, the Aventra electric rolling stock, which it is also 
constructing for the London Overground, Greater Anglia, South Western Railway and West 
Midlands Trains. It also won a $4.5 billion contract last year to produce trains for the Cairo 
monorail system in Egypt. 
It has owned the Litchurch Lane works since 2001, which it bought from the German-Swiss 
group Adtranz that had acquired it after privatisation. It had previously been part of BREL — 
British Rail Engineering — and was responsible for developing the classic British Railways 
Mark 1 carriages used from 1951 to 1974. 
Alstom is, with Siemens, a leading producer of signalling equipment in the UK. It used to 
make trains in Britain after acquiring the Metro-Cammell yard in the West Midlands but that 
closed in 2005. It has large train maintenance contracts that account for most of its 2,000 
employees in the UK, most recently renewing a €755 million deal to service the Pendolinos 
on the west coast main line. 
Alstom said in a statement that discussions are ongoing about a “possible acquisition” but 
that no final decision had been made. 
Alstom shares gained 3.5 per cent to €50.30 while Bombardier’s dipped 1.2 per cent to 
C$1.65. 
 
 
NEWS FROM EUROPE. 
THE BEST RAILWAY STATIONS IN EUROPE NAMED 
By Jennifer Newton  
London's St Pancras International has been named as the best railway station in Europe in a 
new ranking. 
The ranking, called the European Railway Station Index, has been compiled by the 
Consumer Choice Center (CCC). 
Researchers ranked more than 50 of the biggest railway stations across Europe  
Stations were scored on factors including quality of signs and number of shops 
Zurich Central Station is second while Germany's Leipzig Hauptbahnhof is third 
Other factors that were taken into consideration when creating the ranking were the 
availability of ride-hailing services, the number of international destinations served, the 
average number of strike days and the existence of first-class lounges. 
Topped-ranked St Pancras claims the number one spot because researchers say it has a 
'low number of strike days, high passenger convenience and international connectivity'. 
Second-place Zurich was found to have a high number of shops and restaurants, while 
Leipzig claims third for serving 51 domestic and six international destinations. 
In fourth place is Rome's Termini station and in fifth spot is Munich Hauptbahnhof. 
Hamburg and Berlin Hauptbahnhöfe are joint sixth, with Milan Centrale Station in eighth. 
Moscow Kazansky and Frankfurt Hauptbahnhof make up the rest of the top 10 in joint ninth 
place. 
Other railway stations in the UK in the ranking are Birmingham New Street (joint 11th), 
London Bridge (joint 14th), London Victoria (joint 20th), London Liverpool Street (joint 25th) 
and London Euston (joint 32nd). 
The station at the bottom of the ranking is Magenta station in Paris. 
Also faring badly are Nørreport Station in Copenhagen (50th), Haussmann-Saint-Lazare 
(49th) and Châtelet–Les Halles (48th). The latter two are both in Paris. 
In fourth place is Rome's Termini station. It is one of two Italian stations to make the top 10. 
The other is Milan Centrale 
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Fred Roeder, managing director of the Consumer Choice Center, said: 'As any traveller 
knows, during peak times, many railway stations struggle with passenger peaks, and that 
experience trickles down to everyone who takes a train. 
'High points were awarded to the stations that offered great destinations around the 
continent and also had a healthy mix of shops, restaurants, and conveniences. 
'We also rewarded stations that experience the lowest number of strike days, something 
passengers in many countries could only wish for. 
'London St Pancras does not just look like a station from another world but also leads this 
index as Europe’s best railway station. Generally, Germany and Italy lead the way in Europe. 
'Half of the top 10 stations in Europe are in Germany and two are in Italy. 
 
The rest of the list includes: 
11= Bern Railway Station 
11= Birmingham New Street 
13. Hanover Central Station  
14= Utrecht Central Station  
14= London Bridge  
16. Gare du Lyon, Paris 
17= Nuremberg Central Station  
17= Cologne Central Station  
17= Naples Central Station  
20= London Victoria  
20= Vienna Central Station  
20= Rotterdam Central Station  
23= Düsseldorf Central Station  
23= Amsterdam Central Station 
25= London Liverpool Street  
25= Gare du Nord, Paris  
27= Essen Central Station  
27= Bremen Central Station 
29= Stuttgart Central Station  
29= Paris, Saint Lazare  
31. Gare Montparnasse, Paris  
32= Moscow Kursky 

32= London Euston 
32= Barcelona Sants  
32= Madrid Atocha  
36= London Waterloo  
36= Berlin Zoologischer Garten 
38= Firenze Santa Maria Novella,  
38= Bologna Central Station  
38= Roma Tiburtina  
41. Moscow Yaroslavsky  
42. Helsinki Central Station  
43= Wien Mitte, Vienna  
43= Berlin Friedrichstraße 
43= Dortmund Central Station 
46. Oslo Central Station  
47. Torino Porta Nuova, Turin  
48. Châtelet–Les Halles, Paris  
49. Haussmann-Saint-Lazare, Paris  
50. Nørreport , Copenhagen  
51. Magenta, Paris 
 
 

 
GERMANY'S DEUTSCHE BAHN LOWERS INTERCITY FARES 
The German national passenger carrier has lowered its long-distance fares in 
response to Climate Change. 
January 3, 2020  -  David Lassen, BERLIN, and  Philip Oltermann. 
The German national passenger rail operator Deutsche Bahn has dropped fares for intercity 
travel for the first time in 17 years, with a 10% on tickets for intercity travel of more than 31 
miles (50 kilometres).  The lower fares reflect a decrease in the German government’s 
value-added tax on rail travel, from 19% to 7%, as part of climate-protection measures that 
took effect Jan. 1 2020, the Guardian newspaper reported. 
Deutsche Bahn will also lower prices on services such as the transport of bicycles. 
While the long-distance fares are decreasing, short-distance and transit fares are rising in 
many metropolitan areas. 
. 
WHY DUTCH RAILWAYS IS FOLLOWING AN API-FIRST* DEV* STRATEGY 
by Dutch Railways via  Gary Olden - 31 December 2019  
The Dutch railway system is among the most efficient in the world, with only Japan and 
Switzerland scoring higher when it comes to punctuality.  Currently, an average working day 
in the Netherlands sees about a million commuters travelling by train. 
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The company Dutch Railways (NS) is constantly innovating to keep its spot in the global top 
three.  By providing digital services such as mobile check-in, seat search, and fixed 
reservations ‘public transport bicycles,’ the company hopes to welcome an even higher 
number of Dutch train travellers in the future.  
Mobile and API first 
To bring these apps and systems to life, NS follows a mobile and API first philosophy.  
Following this strategy means the company had to rapidly expand its IT-team in the past 
years. “Without IT*, trains aren’t running,” says Arthur Bouland, who’s heading the Mobile 
and Integration Competence Centres of the company.  Out of 21,000 employees, about 
1,400 work in IT.  Some of them work on apps for travellers. Others, like the five teams that 
work for Competence Centre Mobile (CCM) and Competence Centre Integration (CCI), 
develop systems that are mainly used internally.  
Bouland has seen his department grow from two IT development teams to a total of 5 teams 
with about 50 employees that form part of the impressive 170 IT development teams that 
make up the entire NS organization.   Managing a team of such a scale is not easy, he says. 
 “We are now making the move to working agile. Many NS systems, such as the ones we 
need to run our trains, are huge systems that took years to improve.” 
Special Ops* 
Even though collaboration is incredibly important, innovation remains paramount for the NS. 
With such broad output and dev teams, it’s important that all dev departments come together 
and work as one.  
The seat finder in the NS App is, for example, a collaboration between different development 
teams and the Data & Analytics department.  The application uses sensors from rail network 
operator ProRail that measure the weight of freight transport, to determine the number of 
people in a train compartment.  
“We are constantly looking for new and creative ways to apply data. With the arrival of the 
new Sprinters, which are packed with sensors, there are even more possibilities,” said 
Bouland. 
As you might expect from a mobility company, employees are often on the move.  “Working 
independently of location and time is extremely important for us.  Not everyone has an office 
job here,” says Bouland. 
Consider the safety staff deployed to incidents. “In the past, these teams communicated 
each trip by telephone. We have now created an app that allows the security centre to have 
a constantly up-to-date picture of which team is where.” 
Collaborative development 
NS uses various IT technologies to bring its systems to life, such as Robotic Process 
Automation, Process mining, and data-analysis tools like Kafka, says Bouland.  The 
Competence Centres have recently developed a “self-service garage” to help increase 
speed and collaboration in the development process. 
“Anyone who is technically inclined can, as it were, rent a place in the workshop and tinker 
with applications. We have a number of agencies here in Amersfoort where developers from 
the rest of the organization can join to work at any time, with the help of our API developers. 
We hope that this way of working will grow and attract more and more people.“ 
100 APIs and counting 
This combination of collaborative development has led to the creation of 100s of APIs that 
NS’ apps tap into to deliver its digital services.  
“All data is stored on servers in protected environments and making it available via the cloud 
requires a lot of work.  We are also constantly looking at how we can further improve our 
apps,” says Bouland. 
The growth of IT will only increase further within the organization.  “Only two years ago we 
started using data from six information systems and from that we developed the first APIs.  
We now have more than one hundred APIs in our portal across fifteen application areas - 
from everything like timetable and travel information to specialist applications for our trains.  
In that respect, we can certainly consider ourselves successful,” Bouland concludes. 
This post was supplied by Dutch Railways. 
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*For the uninitiated, API / apps are computer and mobile phone ‘applications’  DEV is 
development,  IT is Information technology 
[So now you know!  -  Ed.] 

 

 
EUROPEAN DAYS AND OTHER EVENTS 
Dates of European Events. 
 

AEC European Days in Bulgaria (Sofia) 2020 organised by the Romanian section 24th – 
30th May 2020 (note corrected dates).  Booking is now closed.. 
French section ‘Sortie à Nice’,  See programme on page 11. 
The Spanish section proposed European Days in Madrid/Toledo for May 2021.  A 
preliminary programme is given on page 11. 
Proposed AEC European Days in Poland 2022 – The preliminary programme is given on 
page 12. 
56th European Congress of FEANDC in Lugano (CH)  - see preliminary programme on 
page 14. 
 
Items from the German Section Calendar. 
 
12.02.2020 RV Rostock: Buchlesung 
29.02.2020 RV Hamburg: Regionalverbandstag (Vorstandswahl) 
11.03.2020 RV Rostock: Reisebericht DB International 
08.04.2020 RV Rostock: Abgeordnetensprechstunde 
18.04.2020 Delegiertentag in Hannover. 
03.- 08.2020 RV Hagen: 6-tägige Busreise nach Wismar – Rostock – Schwerin 
13.05.2020 RV Rostock: Sicherheit von Senioren in der HRO 
10.06.2020 RV Rostock: Tagesausflug Wismar / Poel 
09.09.2020 RV Rostock: Besuch des Bahnhofs Teterow 
14.10.2020 RV Rostock: Kegeln in Broderstorf 
11.11.2020 RV Rostock: Vortrag der Verbraucherzentrale 
02.12.2020 RV Rostock: Adventsfeier 
07.12.2020 RV Rostock: BSW - Weihnachtsfeier 
 
Europäische Treffen 
24.05. - 30.05.2020 Europäische Tage 2020 der Sektionen Rumänien und Bulgarien in 
Sofia. 
19.09. - 25.09.2021 Europäische Tage 2021 der Sektionen Spanien in Madrid. 
22.05. - 28.05.2022 Europäische Tage 2022 der Sektionen Polen in Lublin. 
 
 
 

** AEC BRITISH SECTION :2020 AGM and INTERNATIONAL GATHERING ** 
Friday to Monday 24th - 27th April 2020, in Bournemouth. 

 
The British section of AEC is hosting an International gathering at the Elstead Hotel, 12-14 
Knyveton Road, Bournemouth, BH1 3GP, from Friday evening 24th April until Monday 
morning 27th April. 
The hotel, which has an indoor swimming pool among other amenities, is situated a short 
walk from Bournemouth railway station. 
This will be an eco-friendly weekend with all visits made using public transport. 
Biiking has now closed.  We are looking forward to an interesting weekend with visitors from 
Germany and France. 
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SORTIE À NICE,  (TRIP TO NICE) 
Visit in partnership with the Amicale des Agents Mouvement et Commerciaux des 
Gares (AMCG) – the French section of FEANDC. 
From Monday 14th to Saturday 19th September 2020  
 
Monday, 14 September 2020 :  
• Arrival of participants – Transfer from Nice station to the Hotel Kyriad Nice-Gare – 
Installation  
• 19h00 Welcome drink at the Éléphant restaurant, 8 rue Saint-Siagre 06000 Nice  
• 20h00 Dinner in the restaurant  
Tuesday, 15 September 2020 : Nice  
• 07h00 to 8H00 Breakfast  
• 08h30 Guided visit to ‘Old Nice’.  
• 12h30 Lunch in the town  
• 14h00 Continuation of the visit  
• 19h00 Dinner at the Éléphant restaurant 
• 20h30 General Assembly of AMCG  
Wednesday 16 September 2020 : Train des Pignes  
• 07h00 to 8H00 Breakfast  
• 08h30 Depart from hotel  
• 09H15 arrive at the Chemin de fer de Provence railway station   
• 9H25 Depart to Entrevaux  
• 10H46 Arrive at Entrevaux – Guided visit of the medieval town.  
• 12h30 Lunch in the town. 
• Free time – stroll to the citadel, motorbike museum  
• 16H19 Depart for Nice – Arrive Nice at 17H55  
• 19h00 Dinner at the Éléphant restaurant 
• 20h30 Meeting of AEC Administrative Gouncil  
Thursday, 17 septembre 2020 : Boat excursion to Monaco  
• 07h00 to 8H00 Breakfast  
• 08h30 Depart from hotel to the boat landing stage. 
• 09H30 Boat departs  
• 10H15 Arrival in Monaco – Visit of the town  
• 11H55 Changing of the Guard  
• 12h30 Lunch in the town. 
• 14H00 Visit to the Principality’s Palace  
• 17H00 Embarcation 
• 18H00 Arrive back in Nice  
• 19h00 Dinner at the Éléphant restaurant 
Vendredi, 18 septembre 2020 : Excursion en bus vers Eze  
• 07h00 to 8H00 Breakfast  
• 08h30 Depart by coach to Eze – Visit Old Eze, the Fragonard perfumery and the Botanical 
Gardens  
• 11H30 Return to Nice  
• 12H30 Tunch in the «Brasserie le 65 Rooftop» restaurant 
• Nice, visite the Cimiez district, Free time  
• 19h00 Gala dinner at the Éléphant restaurant 
Samedi, 19 septembre 2020 : Départ des participants  
• From 07h00 petit-déjeuner – Transfer to Nice railway station 
 
Staying at Hotel Kyriad Nice Gare, 35 boulevard Rainbaldi 06000 Nice 
Tél. : 04 92 17 39 39  
 
Prices to follow 
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AEC EUROPEAN DAYS IN MADRID, MAY 2021 
(Provisional Programme) 

The possible dates are 13
th
 (day 1) to 19

th
 (day 7) May. 

Sunday in May 
Arrival of members of the Administrative Council. 
Pick up at Barajas Airport or Madrid-Chamartin Railway station (AVE-Vestibulo 
Espera tickets lounge), Transfer to 4* hotel (either in Las Rozas Aravaca or in the 
outskirts or northern area of Madrid (where there is a railway station).  Allocation 
of rooms and evening meal. 
Monday in May 
Breakfast in hotel 
 – 09h00 – meeting of the Administrative Council 
 -13.00 lunch in the hotel for delegates to the meeting. 
  Arrival of members for European Days at Madrid Chamartin (AVE-Vestibulo 
Espera  ticket lounge), or at the airport. Transfer to the hotel 
 -19.30 Gala Dinner, Opening of European Days in the hotel. 
Tuesday in May: TOLEDO 
– 07h30 – Breakfast in hotel 
– 08h30 – Departure of buses for journey to TOLEDO 
– 13h30 – lunch in a restaurant and conducted visit of the town and the Alcazar 

Army Museum 
– 19h30 return journey to the hotel and dinner.  
Wednesday in May: Panorama-Tour and visit to the Royal Palace in Madrid  
 –    07h30 Breakfast in hotel 
 –    08h30 Panorama tour through Madrid 
 –   10h30 visit to the Royal Palace (free entry on Wednesdays) 
–    13h30 lunch in the hotel or in a restaurant in Madrid – Afternoon free, possibility    

of a stroll in Madrid’s Plaza Mayor 
–    19h: 30 Dinner in the hotel  

Thursday in May: A look at the Panora Railway Museum Madrid. 
– 07h30 – Breakfast in the hotel 
– 8h 30 – trip by train to Arganda and Poveda 
– 13h30 – lunch in a restaurant 
– 16h30 – Visit to the Railway Museum, Trip on the miniature railway – 

19h00 – Evening meal in the museum  
Friday in May: El ESCORIAL – Monastery and the Talgo factory in Las 
Matas 
 –    07h30 Breakfast in the hote 
l –   08h30 – Depart by bus to the El Escorial monastery 
 –   13h00 lunch in a restaurant, possible visit to the Talgo factory (rolling stock) 
in Las Matas 
 –   17h00 – return to the hotel 
 –   19h.30 – Gala dinner and Closing of European Days with party and folk 
dancing 
Saturday in May 
Breakfast in the hotel und departure of delegates.  Transfer to airport or railway 
station  
 
Cost per person (provisional – in Euros) 
Admin Council (2 nights), from evening meal,  
day 1 to breakfast day 3 double room 190euro single room 235euro 
Base price (5 nights), from evening meal day 2 to 
breakfast day 7  double room 650euro single room 800euro 
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Full week (6 nights), from evening meal,  
day 1 to breakfast day 7 double room 740euro single room 890euro 
 
The document in my possession also indicates a single supplement of 35euros 
per day but this seems rather unreasonable in view of the higher cost of a single 
room 
 
 
 

PROVISIONAL PROGRAMME 

EUROPEAN DAYS  

on dates to be decided; either 17-22 or 24-29 MAY 2022 LUBLIN (PL) 
 

      May 2022 (Sunday):  
Arrival of members attending the Administrative Council meeting  

●   19.00 - dinner at the hotel                
  
       May 2022 (Monday):  

● until 9.00 - breakfast at the hotel  
● 9.00 - 11.30 - meeting of the Administrative Council of AEC  
● 11.30 - coffee break  
● 11.50 - debates of the session of AC 
● 13.00 - lunch at the hotel  
● 14.30 – continuation of  AC 

(arrivals of other guests at ED)  
19.00 - 22.30 gala dinner for the start of European Days at the Hotel  
      
 May 2022 (Tuesday): Lublin  

● 7.00 - 8.30 breakfast  
● 9.00 - 12.30 guided tours of Lublin  

 Old town square  

 Castle in Lublin  

 Museum of the Lublin Countryside  

 Lubelska Underground Trail (under the Old Town)  
 Archcathedral of Saint. John the Baptist  
 Czartoryski Palace  

 Sobieski Palace  

● 13.00 - 14.30 lunch in Restaurant  
● 15.00 further sightseeing of Lublin  

● 19.00 dinner at the hotel  
 
      May 2022 (Wednesday):    Zamość (about 100 km)  
●  7.00 - 8.00 breakfast  
● 8.00 transfer to Zamość and sightseeing  

  Old Town - Town hall , tenements, markets - large, salt, water 
  Zamoyski Palace  
  Fortress  
  Cathedral  
  Old Synagogue  
     Churches - Franciscans, Catherine, Saint. Nicholas  

● around 13.00 lunch  
● 14h30 visiting Zamość  
● 19.00 dinner at the hotel  
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May 2022 (Thursday): Nałęczów (about 30 km) and Kazimierz Dolny (from 

Nałęczòw about 25 km)  
● 7.00 - 8.30 breakfast  
● 9.00 - transfer to Nałęczów - sightseeing  

  The Małachowski Palace  

 Stare Łazienki - Spa Park  

 Cottage of Zeromski  
 Museum of Blacksmiths  

● 13.00 - lunch 
●  14.30 - transfer to Kazimierz Dolny - sightseeing  

 Market  
 Ruins of the Castle in Kazimierz  

 Church of St. Francis John the Baptist and Saint. Bartholomew  

 Hill of the Three Crosses  

 (Janowiec Castle crossing by ship over the Vistula river)  
 ● 19.00 dinner  
  
 May 2022 (Friday):    Kozłówka (about 30 km)  

● 7.00 - 8.30 breakfast  
● 9.00 a ride to Kozłówka  – sightseeing of Palace 

  Zamoyski Museum 

  13.00 dinner  
● return to Lublin - free time  

● 19.00 gala dinner ending the European Days at the hotel  

  
 May 2022 (Saturday):  

●   7.00 - 9.00 breakfast  
●   departure of participants 
 
Details of accommodation and prices to follow.  
 

 

 
56th European Congress of FEANDC 
10th – 15th June 2020 Lugano 
 
Arrival from Milan / Milan Malpensa airport or Basel / Zurich 
Continental Parkhotel, Lugano www.continentalparkhotel.com 
Walk from the train station to the hotel about 5 minutes  
 

Wednesday, June 10th, 2020 
Arrival (from the north via the 
Gotthard Base Tunnel) 
 

Thursday, June 11, 2020 
Excursion * 
 

Friday, June 12, 2020 
Excursion * 
 

Saturday June 13, 2020 
Morning - Official Day - Membership Unit FEANDC 
Afternoon - at leisure - European board meeting 
GALA evening 
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Sunday, June 14, 2020 
Excursion * 
 

Monday, June 15, 2020 
Return journey 
Maybe via the old Gotthard tunnel with panoramic train 
*Actual days of specific excursions are to be decided. 
Boat trip on Lake Lugano  https://www.lakelugano.ch 
Monte Generoso  www.montegeneroso.ch 
Verzasctal/Bellinzona  www.ticinotopten.ch 
 
Possibilities for trips on your own on Saturday 
Shopping in Lugano (open 09.00 - 17.00) 
Other available excursions:: 
San Salvatore:  www.montesansalvatore.ch 
Switzerland in Miniature Museum: Melide  www.swissminiatur.ch 
LAC Lugano Arte e Cultura 
Hermann Hesse 
Monte Verità  www.ticinotopten.ch 
 
Early Advice:  of future FEANDC Congresses. 
2021   Germany - Frankfurt    10 June to 13 June 
2022  Luxembourg - Munsbach   8 September to 12 September  
2023   France. 
 
 
 
RECENT EVENTS… 
Monthly Reunions. 
Since our last report, our meeting in December was cancelled since the proximity of 
the Christmas season and other factors made it difficult for members to get to 
London.  However, the return to the Royal Oak for the annual film show was much 
appreciated. By the loyal band who turned up.  We watched the award winning 
French film, made shortly after WWII showing the activities of the railwaymen who 
worked in the resistance – ‘La Bataille du Rail’.  Notwithstanding the dialogue in 
French, it was easy enough to comprehend the events taking place – reconstructions 
of real events during the period leading up to the liberation; although the eagle eyed 
spotted the presence of a British War Department locomotive on the background of 
one scene – something that would have not been present prior to that event. 
February’s reunion saw us return to Reading for a lunchtime get-together at the 
Monks’ Retreat – just as enjoyable as our previous visit there, with the proceedings 
enlivened by the presence of our Vice-president’s daughter.. 
During the winter we have had no more outside visits, partly due to members’ on-
going health problems. 
 
 
…AND THINGS TO COME 
European events are shown on pages 9 & 10. 
 

Monthly Reunions and Annual General Meeting. 
19th March 2020 at the Royal Oak, Tabard Street, from 16h00 
16th April 2020 in Derby at the Brunswick, from 13h00. 
 
24th – 27th April 2020 at the Elstead Hotel, Bournemouth – Annual General 
Meeting and International Gathering.  See page 6 & 10 
. 
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Change of programme: 
21st May 2020 – There will be no Reunion on this date since members will be on their 
way to European Days in Bulgaria. 
18th June 2020 at the Royal Oak, Tabard Street, from 16h00 
16th July 2020 at the Monks’ Retreat, Friar Street, Reading from 13h00, 
20th August 2020 at the Royal Oak, Tabard Street, from 16h00 
17th September 2020 at a venue in Derby to be decided. 
From then on for the rest of the year we shall follow the London/Reading/ 
London/Derby routine for the monthly meetings.  
 
It has been suggested that we might endeavour to establish links with regional or 
local sections of the British Transport Pensioners Federation.  Our Treasurer has 
contact with the ‘Old Southeronians group and the editor has contacts in the Western 
Association.  Members’ views would be appreciated. 
 
 
 
ASSOCIATION TIES AND BADGES. 
In common with other sections, the British section of the Association has a necktie 
and a badge.  Our particular items are common to both the British and Belgian 
sections.  We have produced the ties and the Belgian section, the badges.  We are 
looking into the possibility of having a unisex T-shirt or sweatshirt..  What do you 
think? 
Ties are available, at £4.50 plus postage, and badges are in stock in small numbers, 
at £1.50 each, including UK inland postage.  These items are available from Philip 
Worsfold.  Please contact him first by e-mail or phone to check availability (details at 
the top of page 2.) 
 
 
CHARTERED INSTITUTE OF LOGISTICS AND TRANSPORT (CILT) –  RAILWAY 
STUDY FORUM 
Railway Study Forum:  The former Railway Study Association has merged with the 
Chartered Institute of Logistics and Transport (CILT) as the Railway Study Forum.  
Subscription rates have changed and no longer include a subscription to ‘Modern 
Railways’.  Each annual session of lectures, in London and Birmingham and other 
locations are, held on various evenings. 
Full details of the changes and details of all activities can be found on the CILT 
website. 
 
 
YOUNG BUFFERS ASSOCIATION.  
There is no subscription provided that you have an e-mail address; and no obligation 
to attend their events.  If you would like further details, the Secretary is Larry 
Fullwood, tel. 01485 541599, e-mail larry.fullwood@virgin.net . 
 
REPTA. 

The long standing Railway Employees’ and Public Transport Association offers 
bargain price insurance through AVIVA and concessions and discounts at stores and 
attractions throughout the country.  The ‘Yearbook’ gives full details, including the 
invaluable guide to staff travel facilities throughout the world.   For details contact our 
Asst Secretary, Peter Davies (see page 2), who is also General Secretary of REPTA; 
or visit: www.repta.co.uk . 
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FEANDC. 
FEANDC has similar social aims to AEC; and like AEC has sections in a number of 
European countries, including some which do not have AEC sections. 
More details and all other information about FEANDC are available from Peter 
Davies (address etc on Page 2).  
 
 
AND FOR THE FUTURE??? 
We shall endeavour to continue the production of these newsletters.  I continue to 
use a variety of sources for news of international interest and thank those members 
who send me information – but I continue with my plea for more from you.  I hope I 
shall be able to keep my promise of more articles.  So please, put pen to paper to 
build up a library of articles.  Please keep in touch and let us have your information, 
your views and your ideas.  The next issue will be published for 1st June 2020 
The copy deadline is 1st May 2020. 
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SUMMARY OF DATES 
 

Dates of European Events. 
 

AEC European Days in Bulgaria (Sofia) organised by the Romanian section – 24th 
– 30th May 2020 (note corrected dates). 
 
 
Dates of Home Events. 
 

Monthly Reunions and Annual General Meeting. 
19th March 2020 at the Royal Oak, Tabard Street, from 16h00 
16th April 2020 at the Brunswick in Derby, from 13h00 
 

24th – 27th April 2020 at the Elstead Hotel, Bournemouth – 
Annual General Meeting and International Gathering.  See 
pages 6 and 10. 
 

 
NOTE REVISED PROGRAMME FOR SUBSEQUENT REUNIONS 
There will be no Reunion on 21st May 2020 since a number of members will be 
already travelling to European Days in Bulgaria. 
18th June 2020 at the Royal Oak, Tabard Street, from 16h00 
16TH July 2020 at the Monks’ Retreat, Friar Street, Reading from 13h00, 
20th August 2020 at the Royal Oak, Tabard Street, from 16h00 
17th September 2020 at a venue in Derby to be decided. 
 
Meetings in Reading and in Derby are timed to offer the possibility of lunch together. 
The programme of venues will be shown on the website www.aec-europe.co.uk and 
confirmed to e-mail subscribers. 
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